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Fig. 1. A Reconstruction of the Ishter Gate, Babylon. 
In the right background can be seen the Hanging Gardens and, the Temple-tower of Babel 
(Courtesy the Oriental Institute, the University Chicago.) 
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The Johns Hopkins University 
For twenty-five, years the unhappy fate poor young Joiachin (or 
has moved men pity. the age eighteen became king 
Judah, and remained under the control his mother Nehushta until 
the end his short reign three months. During his brief rule the 
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country lay the mercy the Chaldeans, against whose king Nebuchad- 
nezzar the young king’s father, Joiakim (Jehoiakim), had rebelled. The 
latter had apparently met tragic end, probably palace revolt, since 
his body was thrown outside the gates the city and left lie there like 
the carcass ass (Jer. 22:18-19; 36:30). Not long afterwards (in 598 
C.) Jerusalem was besieged the Babylonian army. Prospects seemed 
dark that the king, his mother, and the principal officials surrendered 
and were carried captives Babylonia, along with thousands people, 
the flower the land. 


Though the men Judah regretted his departure and many 
are said have preferred Joiachin and his fellow exiles greatly the 
“bad figs” (Jer. 24) which remained Judah, Joiachin never returned 
his native land, but died exile. Thirty-seven years after his surren- 
der the Chaldeans was released from prison 
son Evil-merodach, and was given preferential treatment: “his chair was 
set above the chairs the (captive) kings who were with him Babylon” 
(II Kings 25:27-29). The names seven sons Joiachin, born 
was) captive” Chron. 3:17, Hebrew text), are known; the eldest 
them was Shealtiel, father Zerubbabel. 


The first archaeological light king Joiachin appeared fourteen years 
ago, when dug broken jar-handle, stamped with beautifully carved 
seal inscribed “Belonging Eliakim, steward Yaukin” (Fig. 2). Im- 
mediately after the find the eminent Palestinian Father 
Vincent, identified the name abbreviated form “Joia- 
chin,” just the name contemporary documents abbre- 
viation “Joiakim” (name Joiachin’s father). 1930 two more 
examples the same stamp were found jar-handles: one Professor 
Elihu Grant Beth-shemesh northwestern Judah; the other 
colleagues and myself Tell Beit Mirsim (Kiriath-sepher) 
western Judah, where the first had previously been discovered. three 
stamps were made from the same original seal, indicating that Yaukin was 
person very high importance, probably king, since seals bearing 
formula this type have been proved belong kings Judah and 
surrounding lands. was possible demonstrate rather conclusively 
(in 1932) that Eliakim had been steward the crown property king 
Joiachin while the latter was captive Babylonia. During the 
598-587 B.C. Joiachin’s uncle Zedekiah was control, and since his nephew 
was still considered many, perhaps most, the people Judah the 
legitimate king who might return any day (Jer. 28:1-4), Zedekiah would 
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scarcely dare appropriate his nephew’s property. Presumably the Chal- 
deans themselves blew hot and cold, favoring Zedekiah one year and his 
nephew the next. 

Seven years after the publication these stamps, very important 
discovery was announced Dr. Ernst Weidner Berlin, French 
work which has only recently reached this country, single 
copy. Weidner had informed his remarkable find several years ago, 
personal letter. More than third century ago the German exca- 
vators Babylon cleared the ruins remarkable vaulted building near 
the famous Ishtar Gate. Just southwest the building question lay the 
ruins the great palace the Chaldean kings, called House which 
Men Marvel.” According the excavators, the vaulted building repre- 
sents the substructure the Hanging Gardens, counted the Greeks 
one the Seven Wonders the World (Fig. 1). However this may be, 


Fig. Drawing the Seal Eliakim. 
The characters are old Hebrew or Phoenician script, in which most of the Old Testament 


was originally written. 


there can doubt that the vaulted rooms (fourteen number) rep- 
resent the substructure important public building, probably one 
the main depots for the distribution supplies from the royal storehouses. 
favor this more prosaic interpretation are the location the building 
the Ishtar Gate and the discovery nearly 300 cuneiform tablets relat- 
ing mostly the distribution sesame oil and barley individual recipi- 
ents. These tablets were found the bottom stair-well, where they 
had fallen when the upper stories the collapsed. 


The contents the tablets, Dr. Weidner’s resume, prove 
extraordinarily interesting, since they list payment rations oil and 
barley, captives and skilled workmen from many nations, all living 
and around Babylon between the years 595 and 570 Among them 
are Yaukin, king Judah, and five royal princes, well numerous 
other men Judah; the sons Aga, king Ascalon the land the 
Philistines; together with mariners and musicians from that mar- 
iners and craftsmen from Tyre, Byblus and Arvad Elamites, 
Medes and Persians; many Egyptians, who were mariners, ship-builders, 
horse-trainers and monkey-trainers (among their names are Necho, Psam- 
metichus, Haryotes and perhaps Apries); Ionian carpenters 
builders, all with Carian Lycian (localities Asia Minor) names; and 
finally number Lydians. When all the tablets have been cleaned and 
published detail, they will provide rich material for the study the 
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international relations Babylonia the reign Nebuchadnezzar. 


The name the king Judah written several ways, all pointing 
the pronunciation that is, know from 
recent studies Babylonian spelling and pronunciation. The cuneiform 
writing the name thus conclusively demonstrates the correctness Vin- 
cent’s identification the Yaukin our Palestinian stamps with King Joia- 
chin the Bible. Yaukin called “king the land Yahud (Judah).” 
The spelling the last name proves the correctness the long- 
standing contention that the shortened form “Yehud,” which later became 
usual Aramaic, was already employed instead the longer “Yehudah” 
before the Babylonian Exile. exactly the same way the longer name 
“Yahweh” had been replaced for some purposes 
long before the Exile. After the Exile the latter became the regular form 
the divine name among the Jewish colonists Elephantine Upper 
Egypt. 

number other Biblical names occur among the persons receiving 
rations these tablets. Shelemiah, Semachiah (both also found the 
Lachish Letters Kenaiah (known from the Elephantine Papyri and 
from early Jewish seal), Gaddiel, Or-melech are specifically mentioned 
name Shelemiah called century later Jews had already 
become numerous and important the economic life Babylonia 
that they figured largely the business transactions for such houses that 
Murashu and Sons Nippur. 


pointed out Dr. Weidner, this distribution rations undoubt- 
edly means that Joiachin was free move about Babylon and was not 
prison. His imprisonment was then later event, perhaps brought about 
attempt escape connection with intrigues actual revolt 
Judah. One such movement mentioned Jer. 28:1-4: the prophet Han- 
aniah son Azariah also mentioned the Lachish Letters) 
Gibeon predicted that Joiachin would restored his throne within two 
years. Since this prophecy dated 594 and one the tablets men- 
tioning Joiachin dated 592, follows that status was not 
seriously affected this particular incident. Some later event was there- 
fore responsible for his incarceration. 

Almost significant the mention King Joiachin Judah the 
reference his five sons, who are mentioned three times immediately 
after his name. Each time they are listed together with their attendant, 
Kenaiah. Weidner suggests that they may have been brothers Joiachin, 
not sons, observing that was only the time. Actually, however, 
was 24, and doubtless had more than one wife, like his grandfather, 
Josiah. Even so, that age would perfectly possible for him have 
had six seven successive children single wife. These five princes 
doubtless included several who lived long enough included the list 
Joiachin’s seven sons given the Chronicler Chron. 3:17-18). 
Among them was certainly Shealtiel, the Salathiel the New 
(Matt. 1:12; Luke 3:27), better known the father Zerubbabel, who 
was prince Judah when the Second Temple was under construction. 


For descrintion these documents dating the last days the Judah, 
see Vol. 1, No. 4, pp. 30ff 
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That suggestion practically impossible shown the fact 
nting that the princes are always mentioned the same breath their father 
from and that they were young “in the hands of” attendant who 
form was himself Jew. Had they been older youths, they would surely have 
Vin- been provided with Babylonian tutor for the indoctrinating 
Joia- them thoroughly Babylonian ways (cf. Daniel 1:3-20). 
Incidentally, the discovery that several Joiachin’s seven sons were 
already born before 592 makes necessary push the birth the 
eldest, Shealtiel, back around 598 the latest. this case becomes 
dah probable that his son Zerubbabel was older than commonly supposed 
520 C., when the prophecies Haggai were delivered. (The reader 
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Note the walls. (Courtesy the Oriental Institute, the University Chicago.) 
the 
tely will recall that Zerubbabel was the leader the réturned Exiles Jeru- 
salem this time.) This observation has very important bearing the 
interpretation events following the Edict Cyrus 539 which 
permitted the Jews return Palestine. Since the history the Restora- 
tion has been verv obscure and difficult reconstruct, this new light 
ave age valuable. Moreover, now becomes even clearer than 
ces was hitherto that the list Joiachin’s descendants down the seven 
list sons Elioenai (in 3:17-24) cannot come down later than the 
8). very beginning the fourth century, that is, the period immediately after 
ent 400 Every pertinent recent find has increased the evidence both for 
‘ho the early date the Book Chronicles (about 400 little later) 
on. and for the care with which the Chronicler excerpted and compiled from 
older books, documents and oral traditions which were his disposal. 
Another by-product Weidner’s discoveries new evidence for the 


see Vol. 1, No. 4, pp. 30ff. 
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authenticity the Book Ezekiel, sometimes held recent writers 
late fiction, least historically unreliable. The discovery the 
jar-stamp made possible call question Professor Torrey’s denial 
the authenticity the dating Ezekiel’s prophecies years Joiachin’s 
captivity (C. Torrey, Pseudo-Ezekiel and the Original Prophecy, 1930, 
pp. f., ff.). Now know that Joiachin was not only the legitimate 
king the Jewish exiles Babylonia from their own point view; 
was also regarded the Babylonians legitimate king Judah, whom 
they held reserve for possible restoration power circumstances 


a 


Fig. portion the Sennacherib Relief, showing Judean captives being led into exile after 
the fall Lachish 701 B.C. 

The scene after raids Judah 598 and 587 B.C. must have been 
similar. Note the ox-carts, and clothing Judean men and women contrasted with the 
more elaborate garb of the Babylonian soldiers. (Drawing from Layard. For another portion of 
this relief, showing siege methods, see Vol. |, No. 4, 26.) 


should seem require it. the same time, Jewish exile Babylonia 
could safely make public acknowledgement his loyalty the deposed 
ruler dating events his regnal years, dating the year 
captivity was the only escape from the dilemma. This system 
dating thus one which could scarcely have been invented centuries after- 
ecies. The year our dated tablet mentioning Joiachin precisely the 
year which Ezekiel saw his lurid vision the idolatrous abominations 
which were being practiced Jerusalem 8). 


The new documentation brings other confirmations the authenticity 
the Book Ezekiel small but none the less significant, especially 
when added the accumulated mass illustrations 
Ezekiel. pp. his book Torrey insists that Ezekiel paints the 
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material situation the exiles impossibly bright colors: the prophet 
lived house; possessed iron pan and balance; could eat 
wheat, barley, beans, lentils, millet and spelt. Quite aside from the fact 
that such circumstances are far from being luxurious, the fact that 
least one the Jews listed tablets expressly termed 
and that skilled craftsman were great demand, since rations 
for many hundreds them from all parts the Near East are recorded 
these same tablets. Torrey’s statement that the Jewish exiles under 
Joiachin were “not farmers” and that “artisans (craftsmen) could have 
found means support” are thus directly disproved our new source 
informaion (cf. Kings 24:14ff.). 

Another point which Torrey stressed with great confidence (p. 84) 
now disproved: insists that Ezekiel could not possibly have made 
“casual reference the Persians before that people had its appear- 
ance the stage history” 27:10, 38:5). that time was not 
yet aware that the land Persia and its king, Cyrus were mentioned 
recently discovered inscriptions Asshurbanapal (Biblical Asenappar) 
Assyria, dating from about 640 Now have several Persians men- 
tioned name one the new tabletes; they are said come from the 
land Parsuwash, the regular form the name Persia older 
documents. Three Persians and only one Mede appear our new texts. 


The discoveries Dr. Weidner thus have importance far beyond 
the mere mention the name King Joiachin. Again realize that 
every new archxological discovery touching the Bible affects our under- 
standing whole, and not limited the illustration single 
point. May the time soon return when biblical may again 
develop normally world where peaceful pursuits can flourish! 


Some Pertinent Literature 


Ernst F. Weidner, “Jojachin, Koenig von Juda, in babylonischen Keilschrifttexten,”” Mélanges 
Syriens offerts René Dussaud, Vol. (1939), pp. 923-935 

Robert Koldewey, Das wieder erstehende Babylon (19!3-———), pp. 90_100. 

Koldewey cand Wetzel, Die Koenigsburgen von Babylon (1931), pp. 38-64, especially p. 49. 
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HAS ARCHAEOLOGY FOUND EVIDENCE THE FLOOD? 
John Bright 


Professor of Old Testament 
Union Theological Seminary, Richmond 


There surely one down the smallest tot the Sunday School 
who has not heard the story Noah and the Great story, 
simply yet boldly delineated, such lays hold the fancy, story such 
children delight hear. Most heard first little children. But 
have grown older and have ceased all things little children, 
few rest content with the mere telling matchless tale the 
reading for what seeks tell us. Our minds have become far too 
critical for that. Instead, must ask our questions: did such flood 
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actually occur? And so, what physical causes could possibly account for 
it? Are there relics found which would prove irrefutably the 
skeptical the truth Gen. 6-9, and the Bible? 

Archaeology, which has many ways supported 
the Bible narrative, has naturally been asked its testimony the question. 
Does archaeology any way prove illustrate the Flood story Gen- 
esis? Inasmuch some very extravagant claims have been made recent 
years, not only zealous but imaginative defenders the Scriptures, but 
men closely connected with scientific archaeology well, some evalua- 
tion the evidence order. 

preliminary consideration should remind ourselves that the 
Hebrews were means the only ancient people who preserved 
tradition great Deluge. Indeed, such story found 
hundred varying forms countries far separated Greece, Mesopo- 
tamia, India, Malaya, Polynesia, and the Western. Hemisphere—where 
diffused from Tierra del Fuego (islands off the southern tip South 
America) the Arctic Circle. useful compilation these stories 
Frazer’s Folklore the Old Testament, 1923. pp. 46-143.) 
two these accounts are alike detail, and most them bear but the 
‘faintest resemblance Genesis 6-9. Yet common most them 
the recollection great flood which the ancient past covered all, 
great part of, the earth, and which all but select few were 
drowned. These few may added, usually escaped boat 
taking refuge high mountain tree. While some the stories 
are doubt exaggerations local catastrophes such pluvial inunda- 
tions, tidal waves and the like, and others perhaps false inferences from 
such phenomena marine fossils found far from the sea, difficult 
believe that remarkable coincidence outline exists between 
many these widely separated accounts can accounted for this 
way. difficult escape the conclusion that many them are 
recollections common event, least are diffused from common 
tradition. 


HAS ARCHAEOLOGY FOUND TRACES THE FLOOD? 


late there has been tendency the part certain 
answer question the affirmative. Further, this tendency has unfor- 
tunately been heightened into dogmatic positive statement 
archeology has proved the Flood story (so for Marston, 
Bible True, 1935, pp. 67ff.). pause this point, there- 
fore, marshal the evidence. Have the excavations ancient cities un- 
covered evidences the 

For the excavations Palestine and Syria the answer unquali- 
fied “No”. these two countries some the oldest towns the world 
have been excavated. now know that was founded near the 
beginning the Late Stone Age. While cannot certain exact 
dates such early period, can sure that the town was first settled 
between 8000 and 5000 Since that time, the city Jericho has been 
more less continuous existence, and the ruins the ancient occupa- 
tions show evidence whatever flood. North Syria the mound 
Tell ej-Judeideh (we not know the ancient name the city there) 


" 
4 


1942, THE BIBLICAL ARCHAEOLOGIST 


was first settled about 5000 6000 all probability. Yet its ruins 
and those other towns the same area show evidence flood 
during the course the subsequent five thousand years. 


Mesopotamia, however, the situation different. 


The evidence from Ur. Between 1922 and 1934 Sir Leonard 
Woolley directed some twelve campaigns excavation the site the 
ancient the Chaldees southern Mesopotamia (see Fig. 5). 
1929, order establish the true sequence the levels occupation 
the mound, section was cleared down virgin soil. order under- 
stand his discoveries must pause for few words about the early civili- 
zations the country. The historical period dawns with the Early Dyn- 
astic Age which began some time after 3000 The people responsible 
for this cultural epoch were the Sumerians, who produced the first great 
literary works and through them exerted tremendous influence the 
subsequent cultural history Western Asia. Before this period series 
distinct civilizations existed which have been named after the site where 
they were first identified. The Jemdet Nasr Period the one which 
immediately preceded the Early Dynastic, and dated just before and 
after 3000 Still earlier the Uruk Period, during which writing 
was first invented—second half the fourth millennium. Before that 
the Obeid Period pottery—probably first half middle the 
fourth millennium. northern Syria and Mesopotamia still earlier 
painted pottery culture existed (The Halaf Period) which probably began 
sometime the fifth millennium. Before this time the period known 
the Neolithic Late Stone Age when pottery was invented and when the 
first settled communities were established. 


Woolley found continuous occupation from the Early Dyn- 
astic back through the Obeid period. the middle the Obeid level 
found stratum river mud deposit some ten feet thick—conclusive 
proof that deluge had interrupted the the place, least 
temporarily, during the fourth millennium. Woolley confident that 
has here the evidence flood (see, for example, his The 
Chaldees, 1929, 29) and his assurance enthusiastically shared most 
the popular handbooks which deal with the subject. 


(It may interest point out also that Woolley seems have 
dug some five pits all down through the early strata occupation 
Ur, but only two them did find evidence the flood. The logical 
inference from such situation that the flood question simply did 
not cover the whole city Ur, but only part it. Dr. Ann Perkins 
the University Chicago, expert the early archaeological history 
Mesopotamia, calling attention this fact also pointed two 
different series tombs which the people had dug the flood 
stratum. One would naturally think that these tombs were dug after the 
flood was over, but Dr. Perkins has collected evidence indicate that this 
means entirely certain, and that the earlier series tombs may 
have been dug people who lived elsewhere the site during temp- 
orary cessation the flood. impossible here present all the evidence 
for this conclusion. What most importance the fact that the 
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flood apparently did not cover the whole site Ur, and that therefore 
its importance historical catastrophe has been vastly over-emphasized 
the excavator for reasons which are unfortunately all too obvious. 

The evidence from Kish. The excavations conducted this site (see 
Fig. between 1923 and 1932 also yielded evidence inundation. But 
the flood level here lies well within the Early Dynastic Period; that is, 
considerably later than 3000 and many centuries later than the 
flood deposit. The two cannot refer, therefore, the same catastrophe 
(see Watelin and Langdon, Kish, Vol. pp. 40ff.). 

The Evidence from Fara. During the excavations this site 
1931 sterile, alluvial layer some two feet thick was found between the 
Jemdet Nasr and Early Dynastic layers—thus inundation 
the site which was earlier than the one Kish and yet much later than 
the one (see Schmidt, Museum Vol. 22, pp. 


The evidence from Nineveh. The English 
Mallowan (whose wife, incidentally, Agatha Christie) describes 
alluvial level levels found Nineveh during the course excavations 
1931-2. some six seven feet thick and composed thirteen 
alternating layers mud and river sand. This interruption the occupa- 
tion lies between levels and the site. Level ends the Halaf 
while level mostly Uruk Period, though may have covered the Obeid 
Period part (see Liverpool Annals Archaeology and Anthropology, 
Vol. 20, 134 and pl. 73). precise determination the date this 
flood level impossible, though may not far removed time from 
the level. 


any these levels represent the Flood Genesis 6-9? would 
appear that the answer must made the negative. There are several 
reasons for this. (1) two the inundation levels yet discovered can 
dated the same period (unless those and Nineveh, and 
even this far from certain). (2) Further, all seem inundations 
purely local character. Sites nearby show evidence flooding all. 
For example, Woolley’s own excavations el-Obeid, only four miles 
from Ur, showed flood level all, nor did the great tell Uruk 
Warka (ancient Erech) some forty miles upstream and the opposite 
side the Euphrates. The latter site, excavated German organiza- 
tion ten campaigns between 1928 and 1938, exhibited continuous strata 
from the Obeid Period through the Early Dynastic without break. (3) 
should also noted that Ur, least, the levels both before and after 
the flood level were the same general civilization. other words there 
such break the continuity culture would occur deluge 
giant proportions wiped out entire population. The Mesopotamian 
flood strata, then, represent purely inundations the type which 
still occur when the Euphrates River bursts its banks. 


are least able conclude, then, that either Mesopotamian 
archaeology has yielded trace Noah’s Flood, else the Genesis 
narrative but exaggeration flood purely local significance. 
But this latter alternative difficult hold the light the wide dif- 
fusion the Flood tradition. Unless are explain the remarkable 
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similarity between Flood stories from lands far removed from one 
another India and America the basis pure coincidence, some dif- 
fusion tradition from common original, originals, must assumed. 
But the proposal date the Flood the 4th millenium makes impos- 
sible for account for such diffusion. seems the concensus 
opinion that the early the Western Hemisphere was via 
the Bering Strait and took place over long period time least 
early the Late Stone Age Asia (before 5000 C.) 
even earlier. Thus date the Flood the 4th make too 
recent thousands account for such process dissemina- 


tion. 


Fig. 5. Sketch Map of Mesopotamia. 


This concludes the actual archaeological evidence bearing 
Flood. There perhaps little use discussing various stories that have 
received currency from time time the effect that the Ark itself has 
been found. recent one, asserting that the Ark has been seen resting 
shoulder Mt. Ararat Russian aviators World War and sub- 
sequently examined and described expedition sent out the Czar 
(unfortunately the Revolution destroyed the records), has achieved wide 
circulation. has been published Defender The Faith, Oct. 1942 
(Intercession City, The King’s Herald, Nov. 1941 (Springfield, 
Mo.) Prophecy, Mar. 1942 (Los Angeles, Cal.) and also tract form 
the Pilgrim Tract Society, Randleman, The story quite without 
foundation and, inasmuch least two the above publications have 
printed retractions it, deserves further notice. may regarded 
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What then can conclude about the Flood itself? matter 
fact, very little. Archaeology has given trace it. would quite 
profitless speculate concerning its nature and scope, since not 
know enough, and perhaps never will. would seem, however that 
must regard catastrophe taking place far back the Stone Age. 
The only alternative would class pure myth—a view which, 
one can easily see, any number objections can raised. can 
hardly regard merely exceptionally bad freshet the Euphrates 
sometime the fifth, fourth, third millennia 


ARCHAEOLOGY AND THE ANTECEDENTS THE ISRAELITE FLOOD STORY 


archaeology has told nothing about the Flood itself save 
negative way, has performed invaluable service revealing more 
ancient Flood traditions with which the Genesis narrative stands the 
closest relation. Most the diverse traditions Deluge have come 
wholly independent archaeology, collected chiefly through the labors 
students folklore and comparative religion. But our knowledge the 
most important all, the Babylonian (or more properly the Sumerian) 
owe almost entirely archaeology. This material not new and has 
long been known most students the Bible, but some mention 
place here. 


That the Babylonians had story the flood similiar its details 
the Genesis story has been known since ancient times through the writ- 


ings Berossus. Berossus was Babylonian the third century 
who composed history his own country the basis records and 
traditions his disposal. Although his actual work has not survived, frag- 
ments have been quoted the writings later 
Among these fragments the Babylonian story the Flood, which the 
adventures the hero, Xisuthrus, are closely parallel those the 
Biblical Noah. 


was not, however, until the English excavators Nineveh 
1853 stumbled upon what turned out the palace and library Asshur- 
banapal (king Assyria the seventh century C.) that ancient 
version the story was found. Among the many thousands tablets 
every description there was the Gilgamesh Epic, long poem twelve 
tablets, one which was the Babylonian story the Deluge. The dis- 
covery this tablet was first announced George Smith 1872 and 
created unprecedented excitement the scholarly and religious world. 

This story bears the closest resemblance, albeit with numerous differ- 
ences detail, Gen. 6-9. The hero, Ut-napishtim, secretly warned 
the God the purpose the other gods, particularly Enlil, send 
flood, and told build ship. This does, daubing inside and out 
with bitumen, stocking with provisions and bringing all his possessions 
and family, together with the animals and skilled craftsmen, into it. 
tempest ensues for seven days, the end which time nothing but water 
can seen. After twelve days the Ark grounds upon 
napishtim sends out first dove, then swallow, but both return. Then 
sends raven which does not return inasmuch the water has receded. 
Leaving the Ark the Babylonian Noah makes sacrifice sweet savour 
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delight the gods who hover like flies over it. They vow that there shall 
ite never again such flood, and Ut-napishtim taken away live one 
them. Another fragment the same story, also found Nineveh, 
differs that the hero called Atrakhasis'. 
The above account presumably dates from the reign Asshurban- 
apal (668-626 B.C.) and thus considerably later than the oldest Hebrew 
version the same narrative. But the end the last century the 
discovery bits several older versions had forced the conclusion that 
the text library was but copy much more ancient 
originals. early 1894, the excavations sponsored the Turkish 
government under the direction Pere Scheil Abu Habbah (ancient 

Sippar) had brought light mutilated version the Flood story, dated 
colophon the eleventh year King Ammizaduga thus the 
middle the first half the second millennium 

That the story really rests yet more ancient Sumerian traditions 
dating back least the third millenium was definitely shown 
the excavations Nippur between 1889 and 1900. Among the some 20,000 

tablets all descriptions found there the American archaeologists, there 
was one published Poebel 1914 which was definitely 
Sumerian version the same Deluge story. Written Sumerian, much 

briefer that the one from Asshurbanapal’s library, and sadly mutilated, 
none the less bears unmistakable likeness the previously known story 
The hero here called Ziusuddu. 

compare the above stories with Genesis further detail would 
tedious. The reader can for himself. quite clear that the 
Hebrew story derived directly indirectly from the ancient Sumerian. 
This does not mean, course, that the Hebrews copied the Mesopotamian 
story during the period when they were Exile—as some have maintained 
the past—for the Genesis story its oldest form centuries older than 

the Exile. How then did the Hebrews Palestine get their Flood tradi- 

tion? Two alternates present themselves. (1) They learned from the 
Canaanites Palestine, who, turn, learned from Mesopotania. While 
this view has been generally held scholars, becoming increasingly 
difficult. now know great deal about the early traditions the 
Canaanites, and far now know they had tradition anything like 
this. (2) The second alternative now appears increasingly more probable— 
the ancestors the Hebrews Palestine brought the story with them 


when they migrated from Mesopotamia the Patriarchal Age. 


The story Genesis 6-9 thus but one among many, and clearly 
related yet older traditions. But the most significant thing about not 
its historical antecedents its archaeological basis. Its actual significance 
lies its religious outlook. Genesis the Flood not caused mere 
chance the whim capricious, brawling gods. brought about 
the One God whose hands even natural catastrophe means moral 
judgment. the Biblical story alone relation between the Flood and 
the moral order our world clearly drawn. the Israelite writers the 


The reader will find handy translations of the various Babylonian flood stories in Frazer, 
op. cit. 48-56; Barton, and the Bible, 1933, 335ff; Kenyon, The Bible and 
Archaeology, 1940, p. 40- 45, 111-118. 


THE BIBLICAL ARCHAEOLOGIST (Vol. 


telling the story has become opportunity demonstrating and illus- 
trating the righteousness God. other words, they have purged 
the base theology that pervades the Babylonian and other stories, and have 
made fit vehicle for the monotheistic and ethical demands Israelite 
religion. 
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Fig. Jerusalem from the Mount Olives 


Fig. Athens. the background the Acropolis; directly front smaller hill, the 


Areopagus, which St. Paul delivered the famous address recorded Acts 17. 
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